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some were striken blind, others were bruised in their legs and
armes, and others in their brests, so that they voided blood two
dayes after; others were drawen out at length, as though they had
bene racked. But (God be thanked) they all recovered, saving
onely the foure which were slaine outright. Also with the same
thunder our mainemaste was torne very grievously from the
heade to the decke, and some of the spikes, that were ten inches
into the timber, were melted with the extreme heate theereof1.
From thence wee shaped our course to the north-east, and not
long after we fell upon the north-west end of the mighty iland of
S. Laurence3; which one of our men espied (by Gods good
blessing) late in the evening by moonelight; who, seeing afarre
off the breaking of the sea and calling to certaine of his fellowes,
asked them what it was; which eftsoones told him that it was the
breaking of the sea upon the shoulds; whereupon in very good
time we cast about to avoyd the danger which we were like to
have incurred. Thus passing on forward, it was our lucke to
overshoote Mozambique and to fall with a place called Quitan-
gone^, two leagues to the northward of it. And we tooke three or
foure barkes of Moores4 (which barkes in their language they
call pangaias5), laden with millio6, hennes, and ducks, with
one Portugall boy, going for the provision of Mozambique.
Within few dayes following we came to an iland, an hundred
leagues to the north-east of Mozambique, called Comoro7;
which we found exceeding full of people, which are Moores, of
tawnie colour and good stature, but they be very trecherous, and
1 The disaster was of course due to lightning; but it was customary at that
period to attribute the damage to some solid body associated with the
thunder ('th'all-dreaded thunder-stone').
a Madagascar. May (p. 23) says they were off 'the westermost part* of the
island; but it would appear from a later page that they were nearly wrecked
upon the Bassos da India, in the middle of the Mozambique Channel.
3  Quitangonha Island, on the northern side of Conducia Bay, about ten
miles north of Mozambique.
4  In Spain and Portugal, the followers of Islam were chiefly known as
invaders from Morocco, and hence the terms Moor and Muhammadan
became synonymous. This usage spread to Holland and England, as witnessed
by the description of Shakespeare's Othello as a Moor.
5  Pangaia was a Portuguese name for a sailing barge, much used on the
coast of East Africa.  Descriptions are given on pp. 6, 23.
6  Port, milho da India, maize.
7  Great Comoro (Angasija), the principal island of the Comoro group.